Magic of Venice

through photos

By Marvin Farber
Coranir Stalf VWriter

Every woeek thousands of locals and
tourns=ts siroll the boardwalk on Yenice

Beach. They enjoy the avani-garde, the
colorful sireot porformoers, the miyvrind
voredors, the muscular gymnasis, the

daversily of poople, ardd the beauly of the
acenn, Bul whai they feel and see is only
what thizir eyves ohaorve,

Im contrast, Mare Lo Poro, in his
recenily published “"Fantazy Land."™
soarcnes rovond the limits of the nnked
Eye o ke thee itnner and outer coro ol
thiis unconveniiomnal, world-Tamous beasch
community. He focuses his camern and
uzeEs his pen o unrmvel the Speral and saoil
ol the people of Vernico Boesch, Lo Poro®s
“Fantasy Land” embodies an intense
photegraphic journal invigorated with
the intimate lfeslings and thoughis as
spakon directly by real-life choaracters in
thie beoeivk

The wisual messages start with tho
svmbalic humor of ihe book®s (st
photograph, which cleverly takes the eye
upsiche down Lo mole e prophelic caplion
“the nexi ime you =o0 Yenioe, you will
Il awt 6. The photos thiar follow mne
dazeling studies af diverse people whhio in
their REFHRG] LIS, inclivadluml WY ORpross the
bwdy mmcl mand of Yenice Beach

Lz Porio emds his photo journal
witlh a Atunning sunset aver the Yenico
Fier havuntingly covored by s continuous
flaow of alio-cumulus clouds over guier
CROENI WHLETs

When Lo Pono, now age 24, jourmeyed
Irom his fammly home in Paris four years
aga o atiend Santa Monica College. he
optod o live in YVenios mear the oocnn
wiilers he loves o surl, He Nirst started 1o
create “Fantasy Land™ while a student in
Hied Lyons® Mews Photography class ot
58T, Lo Pomo has fifce reccived his
Amaociate of Arts Dogree in Jourmalism,
alter which, he subsequently complened
vl published “*Fantazy Land.” He
conlipups (o ake classes af SO,

To fulfill his guest, Lo Poro had
macle riends swith 27 onlorfiol YWenice
e we b I v aned weork along thoe boach
Ty ire his subjects. They include strect
performers, artisis, & stripper. the
homoless, an cngineer. & cog. rock singoers.
rappars. athletes. the elderly. & pswchic.
They are YVenice “regulars” crossing all
racial and religious lines

Lo Porio won ithe irosi of coch
individual which permitted him o ask
For Pesponacs b decply personal guestions
regarding solf-image. goals, dreams.
religious beliefs, philosaophiss of life,
elrugs, love, haman naturs, apinions an
our poecioiy. daily life.

Lo Fomo sen st vely reconds the actual
winrdas of scach individuanl whose
aceompanying photograph vividly tells o
wigsunl siory. TThe common thrend
connecling each character 18 the naslion
thal Venice Beach iz an eclectic
community in which cach person is free
o Diwe his own lilesiyle and faninsy.

Mot only i3 Lo Porta the inmovalive
photographer and suthor of “Fanlasy
Lanad." but he is also publisher of his
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Young Author — Marc Lo Porto wrote and published “Fantasy Land.

book. Derermined e see his Book in
print, Lo Porto sy stematically rescqrcbaodd
anch xtop of the publishing process. This
i uchesd copy i ghit procedures, oo s wr g
page lnyoals, raising Tuncls, and altimmaie] y
Lhas arpanresaleen ol his cavrmi publishing
company. He =succceded in having the
book printed in Franoe,

“Fantasy Land® is & visually exciting
bk Trom o mulii-talented  young
plhctopourmali sy, A Dnally, for (b piece
de resmmmiangg, don't mizsx Lo Porio®s
ghittering scli-porirait photogoagh
Ponllovwrings lis closing neknowledgements

I e Peivak as peesenily availlabloat sy
|.-||l.'|:-.:'||:|..'|1: Fascakeiowre= i tha LA, Bres.




