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enice Beach s "F-mm_:.!.-

Land™ v Mare Lo Porio's

d:ll.gl'ﬁr'u] mew book of

the same name — a ph-n'
where eccenteics thave snd folls are
unafraid to ched their inhibations and
e whatever the hell they want to be,
This folo-sized mbute w the free-
dom-boving denizens of Venice con-
tains scores of ph:mm and some 27
mnterviews wrth guuranl:l.';'qj ol bowr-
nia orynnals ke “The Workd"s Carest-
cst Wino” Bobby Browmn; Anthony
Hale, the hookah-smoking cop whes
believes in the legalization of dougs;

ok Rep

‘y

ort

by Stephen lLemons

]:ml::c Loleman, the J'l:“l-:-\.”l_'d
dancer with the heart of a licn:
Che r|1.',1|'!|.- F|:||m|'|-::|:,'-.'| nt epone dameer
who spends her days roller-skadng:
risck star ["urr:.' Farrell; and a number
of uther individuals who make Venice
Beach the clectrifying cormucopia of
humanity that it is.

Ler Paarto’s foeus i3 on the '|'.||:-::-|.1Ic
of Wenice Beach, and hiz intervieas
posc. similar questions o each per-
son e zeoms in on. Open-cnded
querics such as "Whae is your phi-
losophy in life?" or “What do you
think about thiz sociery?™ allow the
people of Venies to tell the wordd who
theey are — & -thowghtful, iniriguing
array of persomalities, each of whom
15 determuaned o march o the bear

of a drummer different from the one
rmicst orclin Ary Persoas foallowor Thie soe-
called “average American™ would no
doubt label these folks as freaks, dope-
fienads and bums. Bar r|'.n.|.|h-h huig iy
rervicws with them, Lo Pomo reveals
these characters e be intelligens, well-
spoken iconoclasts with something
inperesting v say aboul how they see
the world, Under Lo Poreo's _|.,.":|'|E|.'1.'|
scrutiny, these captivating nofeon-
Eoemasts defy the dismissive labels with
which seciery at large attempts to tag
them, Instead, thiy become color il
examples of Amencan — funky, "M
versions of MNomman Rodovell portrais
wherein the humeless man or the
sireet perl’-::-rrnn:r takes the plu.nl il thee
Rockwellian denist or ireman,
Each Lo Porto interview 15 4 me
freshing escape from the “follow the
rules™ IIItI.'I‘LII'iI::].' that the media rams
down our throats on a daily basis.
Take, for example, the Q) & A wath
Isaac Ficlds, the Borcan War vweteran
and “ordained peacemaker” wha for
the last 30 years has ridden his tni-
cyche up and down the Venice boand-
walk 'u."hiipenng Mgssages sl pesce
through a microphone, “1'ma ficr,”
T:l-e'ln:lf.hughln_gh.' tells Taw Pesrmes, = Ancd
whhat 1'd like to do is fly through the

ravines of Yugoslavia and Bosmia
whispenng in ther language “God
is watching your asses.” [or] "Give
love and peace a chance.. It is up to
Y. The whale world iz 'ﬁ.':'nl!iﬂ.!.'. ]
yesi, fuckee!™ Frelds also relates how
the police stopped him a couple of
mues and ruan him in hiandcwifs be-
cause he wouldn't get ot the boarnd
walk with his tneyele. “The law reads
that you ean’t ride a unieyele or a
bicyele on the boardwalk," Fiekds says,
“Bur i doesn® say shin absou a -
cycle. 30 1 went to court, and 1
WK,

The vne-on-wune with Fields s a
gem, bat 18" juse one of many in Lo

Porto®s hook, In addition
theres the street rapper/
wordologist Docior Geek, who
wears a Cat-nsthe-Hat T-shim
and a black-sequined stovepipe
chapeean with the waords “Vene-
tan Paradize™ wntten on it He
sums up his philosophy of life
by velling Lo Porto that “We've
all gor to wipe our behinds
with toiler paper, so that means
that 1.'1.'l:r:.|:l-::-|.|'!.' 15 the zsame.
Chaeen of England, President of
the Ulnined Staces, we all got 1o
wipe oair butes."” There's Vincens
Foster, a break-dancer /conse-
clam who admics thar * At |'||.J_rl|1l:
e, | aouldn' walk in Veniee
Beach, but in the day time, it's
wonderdand, it's Disneyland.”
And there's Jeffrey Stanton, a
self-procldmed loner who says
abour Vemiee, “This 12 Aot the
real wordd, [v's like all the weind people
froen the LS. camie oo Venice for the day™”
In Fawery [, Lo Pore has done
::.rrm.'l:hin;-_' fear have done before —
ez let the residents of an “alterna-
tive” eommunity define themselves
without the condescension or snoer-
ing they 1|-'.|:all:p.- Rer from journalists
or writers explonng similar terrain.
Oine bearns a lot about humandey by
just turning the pages of this rare
5.1||;|:|| |_|:1|_'l.|:|:'|-;,'|"|| AL [UTNS :|.r'|'!||,.|;i.|1'.!_cI
enlightening and rouching, t's the
hest ook about Vemoe ever anad the
best book about LA thiz year. Any-
vhe interested in life should read
Fantary [ and i 7]



