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Lo Porto Call

Afr. Roger's MNefghborhond it ain't, but
Mare Lo Porto's Fantasy Land is the
place to hang if you want o Mt Sorme
of the most colorful characters in SoCal.
There are Bobby Brown, “The Waorld s
Greateat Wino,” whose favorite activi
iz hanging out on the Venice bonrdwa
and scopin® the lovely ladica: Cheria,
=The Cat"s Meow,™ a flam sk, brorse-
wlcinmesd beouty wiho roller-a by day
and performs cxotic dancing by niglht;
Anthony Hale, the hookah-smoking cop
who beliewes in thae legalisation of drags;
el Taanc Fields, the Korean Woar veteran
known for peddling his tricyele by the
acashore and whispering messages of
peace through his microphone, These
are juat some of the unconventional per-
gonalitics who populate Lo Porto's
recent follo-sized photography boolk,
documenting Yenice Beach™s cavaloade
of monconforrmity.

A tall, tanned anative of France, Lo
Porta, novw 24, cume (o Amerkca io suaed
anid study journalism ai Santa Monica
Colleges. While living in Vendce, Lo Porio
had the lden to lmmorninlize the denizens
ol his favorite communily with this seli
published collection of oios and inter-
wiews, l:ﬂt Iirn;rhgu[lt weanteed tsn:rr_nni.;
(IR TET gl ut pres B EVETY miy
was impressed with,” Lo Porto explains.
“I thought this was a way to roach
them and get to know what was <l
their roles as performing artist, actor, or
homeless person.” As the project pro-
gressed, Lo Porto’s success in getting
the material he wanted from his subjects
emboldened him to paint a comples pic-
Ture ol YVenice Beach ™ climmate of socinl
tolerance, Three years lnter, Fasiasy
fapd hit the shelves of independent
Bookstores. So for, it has sold almost
half of ita original run of 1000 copios —
an impressive numbor considering thet
Lo Porte did all of the marketing and
distribution himsali.

Beginning this Saturday, July 24, from 7 ta
m I'-“F-'II'- Famniasy Land poos on view
At the VYVeanica art known as the Sand-
box. The show features original prints
Iroam Lo Porto™ homage to Venloes, with
many of the book's eccentrics and §cone-
clasta on hand o discuss the issues
raised by Lo Porto's funky, low-down
LIS, Thrnk of Lo Porta's living dramatis
personae as the "90s alt-culture vwerslons
of Morman Rockwell's salt-of-the-carth
Armericans, with a Cat in the Hoat strect
poet aor o drendlocked philosoplier talk-
ing the place of the standard barber or
poediatrician, and yvoon begin to get an
iden of what to cxpect when the Sandbosx
turns inta o Qesh-and-hlood slice of mocd-
e Sareerioamn.,

With his short, peroxide-bBlond hair,
skate-punk attire, mnd Inkd-baclk atiitiede,

Lo Porto looks like he should be out
aying Frisbee rather than promoting a
k. But a=s with the inhabitants of Maa-
fasy Land, nppearances can be doceiv-
ing: Lo Porto actually comes off as o
determined young man, “At frat. 1 tried
approaching publishers with the idea,
but I got a lot of n athve answera,” he
aaya, “The poople in the k are not

- really appeealing to them. 1 thinke they

were scared of the strect dancers, the
homelesa people, and =0 on. So 1 was
likka, "Crlkay, 1I'm done with that., I'm not
Ecing to waste my time.” If you don't
know anybaody, it's really impossible
to goet something published the way
ol want.”™

Though Lo Porto’s foray into pabliakb-
ing has been a hit, his next adventure
ha= nothing to do with the musty Fealm
of pen and paper. “I'm planning to go
arvvand thes world in m van starting et
vear,” Lo Porto says, "[Mvwe bhoeen wanting
1 gl that for o long tione.™ The trele will
start in Mexico and go south, but Lo
Porto hasn't thought beyvond that point.
Will his trovels resalt in another bhook?

A Venetian in Fantesy Land
“Maybe,” he smiles. “But that's going 1o

taloe a lomg thme,™

Photas frem Mare Le Porte's Fastasy Land
will bea on display starting July 24 at tha
Sandbox, 15ZT7 & 1/Z Abbot Kinnay Bilvd..
Vanlcs, with an epening reception this Satur
day from T to 11 p.m. For moers inTormatian,
call 310-599-4184,



